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S K E T C H E S



 

1. What is the closest you have come to meeting a head of state? 
If you were invited for a private audience with the Prime 
Minister, would you go? What would you ask him, tell him or 
want to talk about? 
 
 

2. Some people are lucky and seem to win things all the time, 
others never do. What was the largest prize or competition you 
ever won? 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Read Esther 2:1–10. Name each of the people whose lives were 
harmed because of the king’s anger, lust, and foolishness. 
What does this demonstrate about the rippling effect of sin? 
 
 

4. Read Esther 2:11-18. What’s your view of Esther? Heroine or 
harlot? She seems to have sold out to the culture, rather than 
standing up to it. Do you think she had a choice? Do you feel 
empathy for her? 
 
 

5. How are Vashti and Esther similar? How are they different? 
What do you think they would want us to learn from and 
know from their stories? 
 
 

6. Our culture tells us that the external, image, and the surface 
matters more than character. What beautify treatments does 
our culture prescribe in order to obtain approval from others? 
Is it possible to stand up to the cultural norms and live in a 
different way? How? 
 
 
 
 
 

7. Read Esther 2:19-23. Mordecai serves as an advisor and 
mentor to Esther. How was his advice helpful? Not helpful? 
Do you have a mentor? How does one develop a mentoring 
relationship? 
 
 
 

8. In reading Esther’s story we see clear evidence of God’s 
guiding hand. Where have you witnessed God’s providential 
hand at work as you look in hindsight at your life? 
 
 
 
 
Ponder, Pray, or Memorize This Week 
This prophecy was spoken about Esther’s people in exile. It 
was true for them, for her, and is true for us. 
“‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the LORD, 
‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you 
hope and a future. Then you will call on me and come and 
pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find 
me when you seek me with all your heart.’” Jeremiah 29:11-13

THRIVe (EXPLORE BIBLICAL TRUTH)

CONNECT (build relationships)

COMMIT (be on mission)
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