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Notes & Quotes

compass



 
 

1. Describe a time in your life when you received mercy (an 
undeserved blessing from an unexpected source). How did it 
affect you?   

2. Has there been a time when you took a risk to show mercy 
or be compassionate to someone else in need? What was the 
result? How did it feel?   

3. Think of someone you know whom you would describe as 
pure in heart. What are the distinguishing marks of that 
person’s life?   

4. Mercy and purity are virtues that are not deeply understood, 
sincerely pursued, or regularly applauded. We tip our hat to 
them but fail to align our lives with their truth and therefore 
we miss out on their blessing. Agree or disagree? Why? 
 
 
 

5. Read Matthew 5:1-8. Mercy is showing compassion to those 
in need, granting forgiveness to those who have wronged us, 
and being tender-hearted toward those who do not deserve 
it. Purity is loving, obeying, and serving God consistently 
with our heart and our actions. Why are these two virtues the 
outflow of a heart that hungers for righteousness?   

6. What cause and effect is represented in the beatitude about 
mercy? How have you seen an act of mercy lead to more 
mercy?   

7. Read Matthew 5:7, Matthew 6:14, and Proverbs 11:17. Do you 
think how we treat others affects how God treats us? Why?  
 
   

8. Many merciful people are treated indifferently or even cruelly 
in return - Jesus Christ himself being the chief example. 
How do you reconcile that inescapable fact of life with Jesus’ 
promise in this fifth beatitude?   

9. Purity of heart is about transparency, integrity, honesty, and 
humility - outwardly and inwardly. How does this build and 
strengthen relationships with God and others? How does 
impurity tear relationships down? 

10. In what senses will the pure in heart see God? How have you 
seen God in your own life?  

11. Read Psalm 24. After reading the passage, describe in your 
own words what qualities are needed for one to be able to live 
in God’s presence.   
 
 
 

12. Name one person in your life whom you need to be more 
merciful towards. How could you adjust your perspective or 
expectations so that showing mercy to them becomes easier?   

13. In what specific area of your life do you battle impurity of 
heart?   
 
Pray, Ponder, Reflect  
“You’re blessed when you care. At the moment of being ‘care-
full,’ you find yourselves cared for. You’re blessed when you get 
your inside world—your mind and heart—put right. Then you 
can see God in the outside world.” 
Matthew 5:7-8 (MSG)  
 
“Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit 
within me.” 
Psalm 51:10 (NIV)

Thrive (explore biblical truth)

Connect (build relationships)

Commit (be on mission)


